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Saplar&tra schools of philosophies which  are classed by the
Munis under twenty-five different heads as  discussed in the
following books or Tantras, viz.,  I the Haya^irsa Tantram,
which is fehe first and original book of the PancharSLtra school,
2   the    Trailokya    Mohun   Tantram,    3    the    Balbhabura
Tantram, 4 the  Pouskaram Tantram,  5   the Prahlad   Tan-
tram, 6 the Garga,   7 the Galabum, 8 the  Naradya Tantrarn,
9  the  Sampracnum   Tantram,   10  the   Sandilya   Tantram,
II the Vaishvakam,   12 the Svatatum, 13   the   Shounakum
Tantram,   14 the Vashistam,   15  the  Gayansagar  Tantram,
16 the   Shaimbhubam  17 the Kapil Tantrara  18 the Tarksa
tan tram,   19   the Nirayanikum,  20 the  Atrayaiim,   21   the
Narasinha   Tantram,    22   the    Anandaksa,    23  the    Arun
Tantram,    24 the Boudhyan Tantram,   25   the   Arsam  or
the   Bicvoktam    tamtram    which    is   a   synopsis    of   the
preceding one  (2).   Only  a Brahmin  of the Madkya De^a
and such like places shall officiate in and perform the conse-
cration ceremony, and the Brahmins  of Cutch, Kayari, Kan-
kan,  Kamrup,  Kalinga Cachi,   Cashmere and  Kosala shall
not take any part therein*    The earth, wind,  fire, water and
the sky (ether) are known as Pancharatras or the  objects of

Ram an uj a however, held a contrary view, and quoted slokasfrom the
Mahabharata and other tantras to show that not only the Pancharatra
school embodies within itself the highest principles of Indian Spiritua-
lism, but that it is quite in harmony with the revelations of the Vedas
tike the Sankhya philosophy which too was denounced by Sankara on
Account of its heterodoxy-*